
HERRING FAMILY ANNOUNCES
$5 MILLION GIFT TO RAW! 
YES, you read that right!!!  RAW’s long-time 

Board Chair, Bruce Herring, and his wife 

Patricia, have committed a $5 million gift to 

establish an endowment at RAW on behalf of 

the Herring Family.  

As Bruce and Tricia spoke about the inspiration 

behind this gift, they shared what they observe 

here. “RAW executes on its mission. The people 

who work here live by that mission. Kids walk 

in knowing this is a place where they are seen 

and their voices are heard. We have witnessed 

the lasting change RAW has had on our youth. 

As parents ourselves, Tricia and I really wanted 

to have a larger and long-lasting impact on 

youth in our surrounding communities. We 

believe in the importance and significance 

of the work RAW does and want to ensure 

RAW’s sustainability and expanding impact 

with this gift.”

Bruce further explained, “By creating an 

endowment, we wanted to provide a base level 

of funding that will be there year in and year 

out to help RAW fulfill its destiny.  Times are 

good today but the economy has cycles and 

we want to do what we can to make sure RAW 

weathers the tougher times.”

To put this gift in context, consider that in the 

past five years only one Massachusetts-based 

youth-serving organization has received a gift 

of $1 million dollars or more from an individual 

donor (Chronicle of Philanthropy).

When asked how she would describe RAW at 

its essence, Tricia said “RAW is a place where 

kids get to quiet the noise, where there is a 

sense of relief and release…it is a sanctuary.” A 

sanctuary provides fertile ground for growth, 

and is sustained within a stable environment.  

With this endowment, we fortify our long-term 

financial health as an organization, and begin 

our fourth decade with more possibilities for 

our organizational growth than ever before.
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I’ve just returned--fully refreshed and renewed--

from a fabulous sabbatical split between biking 

and hiking Europe and camping across the 

American West with my kids. Though a sabbatical 

is meant to truly “unplug” from the job, and I 
did….I still could NOT STOP THINKING about the 

monumental statement that Bruce and Tricia are 

making by establishing an endowment for RAW.

  

The reason that RAW’s staff get up each day is 

that we believe that our young people need to 

be seen and heard. We know that all of our kids 

have a story to tell, and that the arts are a great 

way to uncover and to tell those stories. Well, 

with this gift, I hear the Herrings telling RAW the 

same thing. We see and hear RAW. We believe in 
RAW’s kids. We believe in the work. We believe in 
the creative and compassionate staff. We believe in 
RAW’s possibilities and its future.   

The validation that this gift represents is so 

immensely gratifying—and emboldening. It gives 

us courage to vision the “what’s next” for not only 

our kids, those who are in the 

building today, but also for their 

kids. This makes me giddy and 

grounded all in the same moment.

If you have ever toured RAW, you 

have probably heard us describe 

that, for 30 years, we have 

challenged ourselves, and been 

absolutely driven by the same 

goal—to expand impact. How can 

we go deeper with our kids? How 

can we reach wider through our 

community? How can we amplify 

the impact of our work through 

the wider world of youth arts? 

This gift lets us take all of these 

aspirations to the next level. It lets us look 

at the multitude of ways that we can expand 

impact well into the future, and allows us to start 

working toward this future. As we shape new 

visions, learn from our kids about their needs in 

a changing world, and prepare to build upon our 

already solid foundation, we are inspired by the 

possibilities that lie ahead.  

We are at an incredibly exciting moment in 

RAW’s history. With this gift, both longstanding 

staff who carry our history and culture, wisdom 

and knowledge, AND newer staff who bring 

fresh eyes and ideas, are beautifully poised for 

our future. This gift makes the platform upon 

which we build our future all the more strong. 

We welcome conversations with those 

interested in learning more about growing this 

transformative endowment fund.  If you would 

like to talk about how you might join the Herring 

family in forming a  creative legacy for RAW, 

we’d love to chat!

In closing, I want to again (and again and again) 

give a HUGE RAW SHOUT OUT to Bruce, Tricia 

and the Herring family!  ONWARD!!

Sincerely,

In 2011, Brenda and Michelle met at RAW’s 

annual Career Night. They connected 

instantly and Michelle decided to become 

a RAW mentor with Project Launch. With 

Michelle’s support, Brenda was awarded 

the prestigious Posse Scholarship in 2013, a 

four-year scholarship to Denison University. 

They stayed close after Brenda left Lynn 

for Ohio, speaking often about applying 

for internships, managing school work, 

and making her dream of studying abroad 

come true (she studied in Denmark!). When 

Brenda graduated from college, Michelle and 

her husband drove to Ohio to see her cross 

the stage. Michelle cried, watching Brenda 

receive her diploma, knowing how hard she 

had worked to get there. Seven years later, 

they are still close. They’ve started running 

together and recently ran a 10K on the Cape. 

Michelle says becoming a RAW mentor was 

one the best decisions she has made in her 

adult life, because it led to this incredible 

friendship with Brenda.

“My relationship with Brenda is one of the 

most special in my life and I’m so thankful 

that RAW made it possible. I’ve been blessed 

to watch her grow into the most charismatic, 

thoughtful, responsible, and funny young 

woman.” - Michelle

Bruce and Tricia Herring with RAW’s Executive Director, Kit Jenkins 
(Photo by Rick Ashley)

MENTOR AND MENTEE’S 
BOND CONTINUES FAR 
BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL

Brenda and Michel le  at  Brenda’s  Denison Uni ve rs i ty g rad uat i on

MICHELLE HAS PLAYED A VITAL ROLE 
IN SHAPING WHO I AM TODAY. I AM 
FOREVER GRATEFUL FOR MICHELLE’S 
CONTINUED SUPPORT AND LOVE.”
-BRENDA

“

CAREER NIGHT 2019 IS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6TH!
To find out more about participating in 
Career Night and/or becoming a mentor 
contact Hebert Labatte at 
hebert@rawartworks.org

A NOTE 
FROM RAW’S 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR



“If they don’t give you a seat at the table, 

bring a folding chair.” –Shirley Chisholm, 

1924-2005, the first African American 

woman in Congress and the first woman and 

African American to seek the nomination for 

President of the United States from one of the 

two major political parties.

This summer, high schoolers in Jason 

Cruz’s “They Look Like Me” (TLLM) group 

began working on a larger-than-life size 

sculpture called “A Seat at the Table.” This art 

installation was built specifically for the Flying 

Horse Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit at Pingree 

School, on display from September 1st – 

November 4th. 

In creating the piece, RAW artists reflected 

and responded to Shirley Chisholm’s quote, 

using their own words and imagery to connect 

viewers to their truth. The piece was inspired 

by RAW’s belief that all people should be seen, 

heard, and respected. It artistically represents 

those who have strived and persevered to 

create  opportunities for today’s youth to have 

a seat at the table in America.

Made up of discarded and reclaimed wood, 

paint, and concrete, the finished piece is 

a 4’ x 6’ table with four chairs, surrounded 

by words made up of concrete letters. The 

words, created by the TTLM youth, represent 

“concrete actions” they believe will bring 

about change.

Every part of the sculpture is intentional, from 

the black and white paint, to the mirrored 

place settings. One chair stands out from 

the others; it only has three legs. This chair 

speaks to the struggle it takes to get to the 

table and the balance needed when you get 

there. The mirrored place settings present the 

viewer with a direct challenge. While looking 

at their reflection the viewer is prompted to 

ask themselves what they would be willing to 

do to make space for others at the table.

Throughout the entire summer kids from 

many different RAW groups came in during 

group time and on their own time to work with 

Jason. The young men in two of Jason’s other 

groups spent afternoons breaking down wood 

pallets for the table, and by the time it was 

completed, over 40 youth had contributed to 

the sculpture’s creation.

Michaiah and Penny, two RAW teens, co-led 

the project. Michaiah shared her concrete 

word, “educate.” She explained, “It’s 

something we need more of in the community. 

More education leads to less ignorance and 

more peace.” Penny said it was the first time 

she had worked on a project of this scale. 

“Working on the piece helped me realize my 

strengths and the space I hold at the table. 

I’m a good listener and am open to people. I 

also learned more about people in the past 

who have influenced change.” 

Michaiah said she learned that there are 

many ways to influence change. It isn’t just 

about protesting, you can influence change 

with art too. Both like working with Jason. 

“J is so authentic. His projects are REAL and 

everything has a meaning and purpose. I like 

seeing how it all comes together in the end.” 

Michaiah added, “And he’s patient. It’s OK to 

make mistakes, we know we have deadlines 

and we have to get things done, but it’s not 

stressful.” 

Walking out of the studio Jason clapped his 

hands together and chanted, “OK, no stress, 

just three more chairs to make!” 

Through the work and words of our artists 

at RAW, the hope is that viewers will start to 

realize their own ability to create and make 

space for others to belong.

A SEAT AT
THE TABLE

RAW teens  at  P ingree  with  the  instal led  sculpture

Penny paint ing  the  concrete  letters

CHECK OUT “A SEAT AT THE TABLE” 
ON DISPLAY AT PINGREE SCHOOL 
IN SOUTH HAMILTON THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 4TH.
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SAVE THE DATE
BASH: PARTY WITH A PURPOSE
Saturday, May 11th, 2019 @ 7:30p.m.

BECOME A MENTOR
Contact Project Launch Manager, Hebert Labbate at
hebert@rawartworks.org for more information.

RENT OUR SPACE!
Contact alexashley@rawartworks.org and visit
www.gatheratraw.com to learn more! 

SUPPORT RAW 12 MONTHS A YEAR
Join our Sustainable Givers Circle and help ensure RAW’s
kids are seen and heard with a recurring monthy gift.

facebook.com/rawartworks @rawartworkslynn @rawartworks
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