
A 23-YEAR 
GAME OF TAG 
Since 1996 RAW has been running a program 

called Art Tag, which provides local elementary 

school students the opportunity to come to 

RAW during the school day for a two- to three-

week artmaking experience. Now called Art 

and Word Tag, this free program is available to 

all elementary schools in Lynn. Principals apply 

for one of the eight spots offered every school 

year, in which a group of their students come 

to RAW to create a collaborative art piece. 

When the workshop is over, the artwork is 

exhibited at the next participating school, 

creating a city-wide game of “tag.” After a three- 

to five-week exhibition, the piece returns to the 

school that created it for permanent display. 

The artwork is made from a variety of 

materials, and contains a message the 

children want to pass on to other students 

in the community. Throughout the workshop 

kids develop new art skills, and focus on 

cooperation, creativity, and communication. 

Themes of past projects have included: 

sending and listening to messages from 

the heart, achieving personal goals, and the 

importance of creating community.

Laura Smith, an expressive art therapist 

at RAW, has been running Art and Word 

Tag for the past four years. “It’s a beautiful 

opportunity that allows RAW to stay 

connected and engaged with the schools 

in our community. It’s a way for us to reach 

more kids, and give them an abbreviated RAW 

experience. At the end of the workshop all 

participants are given an application, in the 

event they are interested in applying.”

Last year, Laura and her co-leader Katie 

Murphy worked with the Lincoln Thompson 

school to create a large-scale piece of 

art about perspective. Their guiding 

statement was, “Looking at multiple 

perspectives allows us to better understand 

a full picture.” The kids talked about first 

impressions, looked at images of optical 

illusions, and challenged themselves to 

think about how looking at something from 

many angles allows them to gain a better 

understanding of it.

Students learned how to use shading and 

angular shapes to create the illusion of 

depth and perspective. The completed 

piece requires the viewer to walk around 

it to take in the whole picture. The young 

artists hope their art will invite viewers to 

stop and experience it from every possible 

perspective, and consider how they can 

make their lives richer by looking beyond 

the first impression.

This year Fernanda Lopez joined Laura to 

co-lead the program. “What I love about 

this program is seeing the look on the kids’ 

faces when they enter RAW, they’re just so 

excited to be in the space – and the sense 

of accomplishment and pride they feel when 

their art piece is installed in their school.”  
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Laura works with group from Lincoln Thompson Elementary at RAW

ART AND WORD TAG IS ABOUT 
CREATING PUBLIC ART. THE YOUTH 
WORK HARD TO CREATE SOMETHING 
THEY ARE PROUD OF, KNOWING 
HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE ARE GOING TO 
SEE THEIR ART. THEY ARE CREATING 
A LEGACY AT THEIR SCHOOL, 
SOMETHING THEY CAN GO BACK AND 
VISIT YEARS LATER.”

– LAURA SMITH

“



This year we celebrate RAW’s 25th year in 

Central Square! RAW has grown quickly 

since 1994, expanding from one small room 

on the fourth floor, to buying the entire 

building in 2003. To increase the number of 

youth served, we knocked down walls in 2014 

to expand into an adjacent building, now 

home to Project Launch, the RAD Letterpress 

Printshop, and the Gather art studio. 

Over the years RAW has made renovations 

and improvements dealing with issues as 

they arose, addressing problems before 

they became critical. We are proud that 

facilities issues have rarely interrupted our 

programming for kids. 

Two years ago, the Massachusetts Cultural 

Council and MassDevelopment helped us 

hire an engineer to create a 20-year Systems 

Replacement Plan (SRP) for our facilities so 

that we could plan for our future.

 

A major project that grew out of the plan 

was to finally renovate our fourth floor, 

where RAW’s long history in Lynn began! In 

addition to investing in a number of building 

and facilities projects, we are improving the 

functionality and organization of the two 

studios as well as refinishing the floors-- 

all to ensure long-term stability for the 

programming that RAW provides to youth 

and their families in Lynn. Work will occur 

this summer, during the break between 

school year and summer programming. 

These much-needed updates will contribute 

to RAW’s long-term stability, allowing us 

to focus on programming and supporting 

our youth and their families, instead of 

unexpected repairs. 

As a creative youth 

development organization 

committed to the artistic and 

personal growth and stability 

of youth, we want our young 

people to come to a space 

that is not only aesthetically 

pleasing, but one that is 

well-ordered and well taken 

care of. We strive to keep this 

consistency for our youth 

when so much in their lives 

can be inconsistent. 

RAW aims to always be a reliable, welcoming, 

and comfortable space for underserved 

youth. The maintenance of our facilities will 

allow us to continue providing that stable 

“home away from home,” “second home,” 

or just plain “home” for our youth; a place 

where they truly feel that they belong. 

RAW will be working with Jones Architecture 

Inc. on this project, the same firm that built 

out and designed our beautiful space in 2014, 

alongside Olive Branch Consulting. The plan is 

to make improvements to two key areas where 

RAW youth create: the Real to Reel Filmschool 

and the visual arts studios on the fourth floor. 

The most noticeable changes will be upgrading 

the storage and organizational capabilities of 

the studios, refinishing the hardwood floors, 

incorporating new and functional furnishings, 

and adding permanent doors to the fourth-

floor studios. The therapeutic nature of group 

work at RAW often requires privacy, so the 

ability to create a closed space is often crucial 

to our kids’ comfort in sharing their stories and 

creating their artwork. The new doors on the 

studios and new stairwell doors also add to the 

safety of our youth.

Funders of the 4th floor renovations 

include the Richard and Susan Smith 

Foundation. Other renovations and facilities 

improvements planned for the year are 

supported in part by Peter and Elizabeth 

Tower Foundation, Amelia Peabody 

Charitable Fund, Eastern Bank Charitable 

Foundation, as well as Massachusetts 

Cultural Facilities Fund, a program of 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

administered through a collaborative 

agreement between MassDevelopment and 

the Mass Cultural Council.

REMODEL AND REMEMBER:
A NEW LOOK FOR RAW’S
FIRST STUDIO

Studio  render ings  by J one s  Arc hi te c ture  I nc.
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LTR. 

What’s that?!

As some of you may know, LTR stands 

for long-term relationship.  RAW is 

good at those.  Watching De’Andre 

cross the stage at his high school 

graduation in May, RAW staff will be 

reminiscing about when he walked 

through our doors nearly 12 years 

ago. Just a little guy in our studios, up 

to his elbows in paint. 

Julianna, one of our filmmakers, 

remembers coming to RAW with her 

mom over a decade ago to drop her 

big sister off at group. She recalls 

eagerly waiting to turn seven and 

become a RAW artist too.  Twenty 

five years ago, when we first opened 

our doors in Central Square, nobody 

had heard of RAW, but for Julianna 

and the 500+ young people who walk 

into RAW this year, “RAW has always 

been here.”  Today, RAW is a part of 

the fabric of Lynn and the lives of over 

ten thousand young people and their 

families. That’s an LTR!  

You may have been part of RAW’s 

journey for some, many or most 

of those 25 years.  And we are so 

GRATEFUL for this meaningful 

relationship with you!  For some of 

you, this may be the beginning of 

your relationship with RAW, and WE 

ALREADY LOVE that you are curious 

about our work. We hope you will join us 

for one of our many events in May and 

June, to celebrate our fabulous young 

artists, like De’Andre and Julianna.

THANK YOU for whatever part you 

have played in our first 25 years 

here in Lynn, and cheers to the many 

wonderful RAW relationships that will 

blossom and grow over the next 25!

Cinda Danh is working hard to directly 

impact the city of Lynn. This February, the 

27-year-old announced her candidacy for 

the Ward Six seat on Lynn’s City Council.  

Cinda, the daughter of Cambodian genocide 

survivors, was born and raised in Lynn. She is 

also a Raw Art Works alumna.

Recruited by her peers (they were from Lynn 

English), Cinda joined RAW’s Real to Reel 

Film School in her junior year of high school. 

“I was worried because I didn’t see myself as 

an artist. It was one of the first times I picked 

up a camera. I began to develop a creative eye 

and to see things in a different way. I loved the 

idea that with each frame you were creating 

memories; capturing a moment in time.” 

Cinda has taken that love of photography 

and created something beautiful, a self-

published, bi-annual magazine called, “Faces 

of Lynn.” The magazine features portraits 

of Lynn residents and their stories. She 

loved that it allowed her to engage with the 

community in a new and unconventional 

way. Cinda is also working on her third 

edition of “Faces of Lynn.” She is planning 

the magazine’s soft release party at RAW on 

June 21st! Keep any eye on our website and 

Facebook for more details as we get closer.

Cinda’s relationship with RAW didn’t end 

when she graduated in 2009. “The staff at 

RAW have this comforting energy that keeps 

me coming back. I know how meaningful my 

experiences were here and I want to remain 

a part of it.”  Cinda built another important 

relationship through RAW’s college and 

career access program, Project Launch, with 

her mentor Jane.

In addition to working as a Government 

Relations Specialist, volunteering with 

multiple community organizations in Lynn, 

and running for City Council, she also runs a 

three-day festival in August, “Voices of Lynn,” 

with three other community members. 

All are invited. Follow VoicesOFLynn on 

Instagram for more information.

As for her political aspirations – there will 

be a special preliminary vote in Lynn on 

September 3rd, to identify the top two 

candidates for November’s ballots.

RAW ALUM SETS HER 
SIGHTS ON CITY HALL

AT RAW I FOUND CARING ADULTS 
WHO VALIDATED ME AND WHAT I 
WAS GOING THROUGH. JANE HAS 
CONTINUED TO BE THERE FOR ME 
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. WE STILL 
GO OUT FOR COFFEE OR BUBBLE TEA. 
SHE ADVOCATED FOR ME WHEN I 
WAS NAVIGATING A FOREIGN SPACE 
WITH SCHOOL AND FINANCIAL AID. 
WITHOUT HER SUPPORT I WOULD 
HAVE FOUND MYSELF IN EVEN MORE 
DEBT. SHE WAS THERE FOR MY 
COLLEGE GRADUATION, AND IS NOW 
A LIFELONG FRIEND.”

-CINDA

“

KEEP UP WITH CINDA ON 
INSTAGRAM! 
CindaForLynn and VoicesOfLynn 

And hear her speak about creating 
“Faces of Lynn” here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uY32Vbpf5CY.

A NOTE 
FROM RAW’S 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Cinda with  Jane  (Launch Mentor)



Kit Jenkins, Executive Director
Alexandra Ashley
Jon Artigo
Melane Barrios*
Arturo Gonzalez Barrios
Edwin Cabrera*
Keith Cross
Jason Cruz
Eli Epstein
Guelmi Espinal*
Kaitlyn Farmer*
Shayna Frantini*
Gina Frey
Gladys Hidalgo*
Jenna Kilman
Herbert Labbate

Fernanda Lopez
Laura Menucci
Alison Miller*
Shelby Morrison
Alex Norby
Erin Oliver
Bruce Orr
Jennifer Pieroni
Valerie Rafferty
Laura Smith
Rachel St. Pierre
Maghan Stone
Käthe Swaback

We are thrilled to 
have alumni on our
staff and Board!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bruce Herring, Chair
Jason Baletsa
Pamela Bynum
Yesenia de Leon*
Moe Kelley
Mike Murray
Evonne Peters
Kathleen Quigley
Mario Ricciardelli
Patrick Richardson
Bobbye Lou Sims
Cindy Sous*
Scott Sullivan
Laurence Wong
Mary Flannery, Founder
Kit Jenkins, Executive Director

STAFF
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BASH: PARTY WITH A PURPOSE
Saturday, May 11th, 2019 @ 7:30 p.m.

R2R FILMSCHOOL SCREENING
Tuesday, June 4th, 2019 @ Lynn Auditorium, 6-9 p.m.

EXHIBIT OPENING
Thursday, June 6th, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m.

SUPPORT RAW 12 MONTHS A YEAR
Join our Sustainable Givers Circle and help ensure RAW’s
kids are seen and heard with a recurring monthy gift.

facebook.com/rawartworks @rawartworkslynn @rawartworks

*
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