
Immediately inside the door of our ground floor gallery hang a dozen copper plates with larger-than-life portraits of our young 
women, pieces that reflect upon vulnerability.  Etching into the copper inspired Samantha to write “Looking beneath the exterior 
version of yourself that you show others is where you’ll discover the person you really are.”  They are part of the exhibit mounted 
last spring, “elements.”  

This theme allowed our kids to explore art as well as science, and engage their imaginations as they explore and articulate the 
critical elements of what it means to be a young person today.  High school students played with the element of water and built 
a river of fish flowing up a wall, representing their collective experience of “riding the currents of life.”  Imagining cures to an ill, 
Leonardo and Jerson each made a print of a vessel containing “antidotes to depression.” One label reads “Handfuls of Joy,” the other 
simply “A New Day.”  The work is powerful, it reverberates through the gallery, it is felt in the gut.

RAW filmmakers’ works lit up screens across the state and across the globe.  “They Said” featured our middle schoolers stepping beyond 
what others say about them, and into their own empowered stances about who they are in the world.  It was shown by the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Foundation on MLK Day in San Francisco.  The film sparked a conversation on urgent issues that teens face 
today and how filmmakers find their voices through film.  

You are part of THIRTY years of helping kids be seen and heard through their art, their words, their films.  THANK YOU for helping to 
open new possibilities for these kids, for making your care felt by them.  If this is your first year supporting the work, or if this is a 
years-long passion and purpose for you, we are so grateful that you are part of RAW’s world.  YOU are a critical element in our story.

Kit Jenkins, Executive Director Bruce Herring, Chair of the Board
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Teen leader, Christian, working with Mena, 
one of our youngest RAW kids



“(Because of RAW) I became more courageous and confident. I learned to be more 
outgoing. I am now able to take more risks and have become more mature because of 
it. I have dared to do many things I wouldn’t have dared doing before and I am proud of 
that. RAW has provided me kind people who have been able to listen to me and give me 
advice. I feel like that is something I needed and I am very grateful for it.”

–RAW teen
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RAW’s senior class of 2018 at our 
annual BASH: Party with a Purpose



CHALLENGES
“I am pessimistic, anxious, and fearful of leaving my comfort zone. Even if my comfort zone is toxic.”

“I am affected by violence around me and the fear of lock-downs due to gun violence.  Last Friday there was a ‘stay in place’ because there was a threat.”

“Paying for college is STRESSING ME OUT!”

• 80% of RAW teens come from low- to extremely low-income families.

• 77% of last year’s senior class are first-generation college students.*

• 49% of all RAW youth speak English as a second language and 51% of all RAW youth have parents or guardians who were born in a foreign country.

• 56% of seniors had a household member who was depressed, mentally ill or attempted suicide.

• 80% of seniors say they have experienced depression and 50% said that they have self-harmed.
	 *In	this	context	first-generation	means	neither	parent	graduated	from	college.	
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ASPIRATIONS OF RAW’S 2018 SENIOR CLASS

By the time RAW’s seniors graduate, they will have spent an average of three years in our programs. A handful will have been RAW artists 
since first or second grade! Below, RAW youth share their aspirations, their obstacles, and their achievements with us and with each other.

• Become a board certified behavioral analyst

• Move to California after college and work for Buzzfeed

• Be a pediatric doctor, preferably an oncologist or surgeon

• Become fluent in French and Japanese

• Become a stock broker

• Become a successful artist

• Make films and do cinematic makeup

• Biological cinematography 

• Criminal justice or social work

ACHIEVEMENTS
“RAW taught me integrity and leadership, and how to deal with a lot of feelings. RAW is a place where you can be you no matter what.”

“I have people to go to for support and guidance. I have been fully loved at RAW.”

“Before RAW, I did not believe in trust.  RAW has shown me that I am worthy of who I am and to never put myself down.”

• RAW helped seniors receive over $1,000,000 worth of gift aid, grants, and scholarships. (Money that doesn’t get paid back.)

• Project Launch held 28 workshops for teens last year. Topics included: college essay writing, resume building, financial aid, the “Common   
 Application,” and public speaking. 

• 96% of seniors were accepted to college, 100% of college bound seniors received financial aid.

• 100% of seniors reported that Project Launch helped them build their confidence, and 93% of them reported that Project Launch helped   
 them figure out their plans for the future. 

• Twelve teens became trained in reducing the stigma and helping peers with mental health issues. They organized A Night of HOPE, a mental  
 health fair for youth and families, which showcased 14 local agencies, and included youth-made films with a youth-led panel.



CURRENT GROUPS: RAW Chiefs, Men 2 Be, Project Launch

MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT AT RAW: Becoming a RAW Chief because it 
showed me that I was being recognized for being a responsible leader, and that 
I had the skills to lead a group of kids.

IMPORTANT RELATIONSHIP AT RAW: My relationship with Jason is very open. 
We talk about almost everything that goes on in my life. He supports me in 
the things that I do, and has been for the past seven years. I see him as a father 
figure since I didn’t really have mine in my life growing up.

“My favorite thing about RAW is that it feels like home.    
 A place where I can be myself, meet new people, 
express my feelings, and talk to someone if I need to.” 

TELL US ABOUT PROJECT LAUNCH: My mentor’s name is Izabela Kennedy, who 
I met at a RAW event. This summer I spent every Thursday and Friday interning 
at Siemasko + Verbridge, the architecture firm where she works. She helped 
me get the internship and has been helping me with my resume. She’s also 
been supporting me in my interview process for Posse*. I’m working on getting 
myself prepared for the transition to college and also trying to find a way to stay 
involved with RAW.

HOW WAS YOUR INTERNSHIP WITH SIEMASKO + VERBRIDGE THIS SUMMER? 
My favorite part was being able to develop individual relationships with each 
person at the firm, and having a chance to work with them all in some way. I 
enjoyed having a variety of projects to work on and the flexibility to create my 
own schedule around when I would work on each job. I learned Photoshop, 
how to operate their printer, how the architecture scale works, and the process 
architects go through when they are working on a project.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO TAKE WITH YOU WHEN YOU LEAVE RAW NEXT FALL? 
I will take my leadership and communication skills, and positivity that I gained 
through RAW. I gained these skills from being a RAW Chief for three years. 

*De’Andre	is	in	the	second	round	of	Posse	Scholarship	interviews.	The	Posse	Foundation	
identifies	public	high	school	students	with	extraordinary	academic	and	leadership	potential	
who	may	be	overlooked	by	traditional	college	selection	processes.	The	Foundation	extends	to	
these	students	the	opportunity	to	pursue	personal	and	academic	excellence	by	placing	them	
in	supportive,	multicultural	teams—”posses”—of	10	students.	The	Foundation	partners	with	
57	colleges	and	universities	in	23	states,	which	award	Posse	Scholars	four-year,	full-tuition	
leadership scholarships.

DE’ANDRE, A RAW SENIOR, DETAILS SOME OF THE 
MANY MEMORABLE MOMENTS HE’S HAD IN HIS 
TWELVE YEARS AT RAW.

FINANCIALS

De’Andre with his mom and step-dad at RAW’s 
annual exhibit opening, elements.
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OPERATING REVENUE BY SOURCE
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OPERATING REVENUE: $2,157,435
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OPERATING EXPENSES
Programs          Fundraising          General and Administration

OPERATING EXPENSES: $2,128,374
NET OPERATING GAIN: $29,061


